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GPHA Q&A, 3/29/18 
 
Note: the questions in this document are reproduced as they were received from community members. 
 
Location 
 

 What role will the community have in the final decision of a CUES opening in their area, 
beyond the discussions mentioned in the slides? 

 
Research indicates that CUES should be located where high concentration of drug use is occurring. The 
City intends to use data (such as where drug use is common and areas of high numbers of fatal 
overdoses), as well as community input, to determine where a CUES should be located. When potential 
neighborhood(s) and location(s) of CUES have been identified, we will work with community members, 
elected officials, and law enforcement to identify issues and address concerns through community 
meetings.    
 
CUES Process 
 

 The CUES appear to legalize the use of illicit drugs. What if anything is being discussed around 
the decriminalization of the illicit drug dealer? 

 Will the drug be provided or brought in by the user? If brought in by user, are we encouraging 
increase in illegal drug purchase? 

 
The City is not condoning or supporting the sale, purchase or use of illicit drugs. However, as opposed to 
criminalizing those who use drugs, a CUES is intended to help those struggling with their addiction by 
preventing them from dying of a drug overdose and serving as an entry point to treatment. Every visit to 
a CUES and each death prevented is seen as another opportunity to engage an individual in treatment.  
 
Drugs would not be provided by a CUES operator to people using the CUES. Individuals would bring pre-
obtained drugs to the CUES facility. 
 
Health Professionals 
 

 Have the nursing and medical licensing boards been consulted around ethics? 
 
The City believes that having medical professionals staffing the facility is important and will allow users 
to quickly be evaluated and directed appropriately to urgent medical care if it is needed. The City has 
not consulted these licensing boards at this early stage in the process, but the operator may work with 
the nursing and medical licensing boards to identify potential issues and address concerns in the future.  
 
Crime 
 

 What is the narcotics division of the Police department’s understanding of the disease as 
opposed to it being seen as a crime?  

 



 

We believe law enforcement has an important role in addressing the opioid crisis, including the pursuit 
of high level drug dealers in Philadelphia. Addiction itself is neither a crime nor a moral failing, but a 
chronic medical condition, and this is something the Philadelphia Police Department understands. The 
Philadelphia Police and our other law enforcement agencies agree that we cannot arrest our way out of 
the opioid crisis. This is a public health issue that requires a public health response to save lives and help 
people struggling with addiction. 
 
 


