
FACING ADDICTION ACTION AGENDA 
A comprehensive approach toward helping the one in three  

American households directly impacted by addiction.

Dramatic Expansion of Prevention, Screening, and Early Intervention 
Addiction is both preventable and treatable. With 90% of those who develop a substance 
use disorder beginning use in their teens, we must more aggressively address prevention 
efforts with our young people. Working with our Action Network, Facing Addiction  
will aim to spread these efforts into health institutions and community settings  
across the country, develop a more comprehensive risk assessment survey  
for families and collect important but often scattered information into one  
central location for those seeking help and information. Addressing  
addiction in its earliest stage is critical toward stemming the  
national overdose epidemic.

Humanizing Addiction – 
For Both the Afflicted 
and Affected 
Many of those affected by addiction are afraid to 
speak up about the failed policies and poor care, 
due to long-standing stigma and discrimination. 
Politicians assume they don’t vote. And, for too 
long, a great majority of people in the recovery 
community have remained silent about their 
experiences, successes and barriers that are 
keeping others from getting the help they need 
to build new lives in recovery. Facing Addiction 
will aim to empower individuals and their families 
to share their stories, and will provide uniform 
guidelines for working with elected officials to 
demonstrate the possibilities for acting upon  
addiction solutions in our communities.

Suffering From Addiction  
Is Not A Crime – Reforming 
Public Safety Responses 
Simply put, our attempts to incarcerate  
our way out of the addiction problem in  
America has proven immeasurably ineffective. 
As public perception shifts toward a public 
health response for addiction, so must our 
public safety responses for those suffering. 
Facing Addiction will work with federal and 
local officials to develop more effective  
recovery programming for those currently  
involved in the criminal justice system,  
establish strong guidance based on  
successful diversion efforts nationally,  
and work to require re-entry programs to  
consider substance use disorders when  
allocating community resources. 
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please contact National Director of Outreach and  
Engagement Michael King at mking@facingaddiction.org

WHO IS THE  
FACING ADDICTION  
ACTION NETWORK? 

The Facing Addiction Action  

Network is the largest coalition  

of organizations ever assembled 

around addiction and recovery 
issues. Representatives are  

from diverse areas of interest, 

including people directly  
impacted and those in  

long-term recovery, family 

advocates, prevention  

and education leaders, 

public health specialists, 

labor officials, faith 

leaders, criminal  

justice professionals, 

and many more.

Promoting Multiple  
Pathways of Recovery  
for Individuals and  
their Families
Every individual has his or her journey  
of recovery. We do not advocate for any  
one specific path, but for each individual  
to have the necessary information and  
resources available to make the right  
decisions for themselves. Facing Addiction  
will work with national partners to develop  
more effective research on these multiple  
pathways and push for a substantial increase  
in funding for recovery support services. 

Mainstreaming Addiction  
Health Services 
Our actions must match our rhetoric in addressing 
substance use disorders as a health issue. In order 
to do this, we will continue the push for a significant 
increase in funding for evidenced-based health  
services across the spectrum of need. Additionally,  
Facing Addiction will work with accredited medical 
schools to identify gaps in curriculums so we can 
better educate future doctors on addiction, and 
push for full 50-state implementation of the  
Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act. 
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