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CONTINUING EDUCATION INFORMATION 

The Certified Peer Specialist (CPS) certification is valid for two years. To avoid a 
lapse in certification, recertification should occur before the end of the two-year 
certification period. Recertification requires obtaining 36 hours of Continuing 
Education Units (CEUs) every two years and paying a $50 recertification fee. 

The Pennsylvania Certification Board requires six hours of ethics training and three 
hours of confidentiality training every two years. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION INFORMATION 

Do not send copies of your training certificates with your recertification application. 
Instead, list the trainings you have completed over the two-year period. If you are 
randomly selected for a recertification audit, you will be notified in writing and will 
be required to submit photocopies of your training certificates at that time. If you 
send in copies of your certificates of completion with your recertification 
application, these will not be reviewed and will be discarded. 

If your credential has lapsed, you can still recertify it up to 12 months beyond 
the expiration date. The process is the same: complete either the online 
recertification process or download the PDF of the recertification application to 
complete. 

The fee is the $50 recertification fee plus the $50 reinstatement/lapsed fee. 

Please visit the following training resource websites:

PA Peer Support Coalition 
PA Certification Board 
Mental Health Partnerships 
Council of Southeast PA, Inc. 

SAMHSA's National Helpline 
Copeland Center 
RI International Consulting and Training 

https://papeersupportcoalition.org/
https://www.pacertboard.org/
http://www.mhphope.org/
http://www.councilsepa.org/
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/national-helpline
https://copelandcenter.com/
https://riinternational.com/consulting/training/


Certified Peer Specialist Role: General Description 

Certified Peer Specialists (CPS) provide support services to individuals receiving 
mental health services. A CPS promotes growth, recovery and wellness. Some of the 
ways in which they can promote wellness are:  

1. Sharing their personal experiences and how they manage mental health
recovery.

2. Advocate for individuals receiving mental health services.

3. Provide support to individuals facing everyday challenges.

4. Assist individuals in recovery with areas such as the identification of personal
strengths, self-esteem enhancements, conflict resolution, assertiveness, and
other recovery skills.

5. Advise individuals on community resources including housing, education,
transportation, recreation, and health.

6. Support spiritual wellness as the individual identifies.

7. Attend treatment/recovery meetings to support the individual as permitted.


