
  

 

Mayor’s Task Force to Combat the Opioid Epidemic 

Session 5: March 8, 2017, 9-12 pm 

Community Behavioral Health – 801 Market Street 

Attendees 

- Task Force members: 

o Roland Lamb (for Arthur Evans) 

o Thomas Farley 

o James Baker 

o Jean Mackey Bennett 

o Jose Benitez 

o Terrell Bagley (for Blanche Carney) 

o John Thomas Cooper III 

o Jeremiah Daley 

o Michael DellaVecchia 

o Beverly Haberle 

o Priya Mammen 

o Charles O’Brien 

o Devin Reaves 

o Paul Reddel (for Josh Shapiro) 

o Christopher Sweeney 

o Adam Thiel 

o Patrick Trainor (for Gary Tuggle) 

o Yingduan Yang 

- Public comment included statements from representatives of Maternity Care Coalition, Take 

Back Our City initiative and others affected by the crisis. 

Decision points 

- No specific decisions made, although the Task Force provided feedback to specific sub-

committees on their revised draft recommendations (see “Action items”). 

Presentations 

- Sub-committee Presentations of 3-5 Priority Recommendations: 

o Justice System, Law Enforcement, and First Responders (George Mosee, Jr., Jeremiah 

Laster) 

o Overdose Prevention and Harm Reduction (Jose Benitez and Caroline Johnson) 

o Service Access, Best Practices, & Treatment Providers (Robert Holmes and Gloria 

Maloney) 

 

 

 



  

 

o Public Education & Prevention Strategies (Jeffrey Hom and Richard A. Harris) 

o Data Analysis and Sharing (Kendra Viner and Suet Lim) 

- Additional presentations by:  

o Patrick Trainor (Special Agent, Philadelphia Field Office of DEA) 

o Sarah Evans (Senior Program Officer, Public Health Program, Open Society Foundation) 

Action items 

- Justice System, Law Enforcement and First Responders sub-committee will consider the phrasing 

of its final draft recommendation around transporting overdose victims to EDs for assessment 

and referral to treatment.  Its draft recommendation around expanding treatment capacity may 

be combined with other similar recommendations. 

- Service Access, Best Practices and Treatment sub-committee may need to clarify how its draft 

recommendations will reduce barriers to treatment from ED. 

- Public Education and Prevention sub-committee needs to clarify in its draft recommendation 

who will require education for healthcare professionals on pain / pain management and 

addiction. 

- Task Force members suggested that recommendations address additional issues, including 

zoning for recovery houses, complementary therapies for addiction and what the Task Force can 

do to support family members of those who use opioids. 

Public Comment 

- Advocate for “Soulless Golems,” which is similar to terminology we’ve used to refer to drug 

users.  Because of this epidemic, all people now have an opportunity to come together; urged 

Task Force to consider diversity in its recommendations. 

- Asked Task Force members from the public safety community to reach out to communities with 

safe injection facilities. 

- Maternity Care Coalition representative advocated for a separate task force to focus solely on 

pregnant and parenting women.  There are groups already doing this kind of work and some of 

the things they are doing should be taken into consideration, e.g., early intervention/early 

investment; additional beds for woman and their children; stable placement after treatment; 

home visiting programs; stop giving opioid prescriptions to pregnant and postpartum women. 

- Stated that drug users encounter bad bags by chance and that we need resources like CUE’s or 

SIF’s; suggested that involuntary commitment could actually be a referral to a SIF. 

- Take Back Our City representative described the initiative to expand prescription take-back 

boxes in pharmacies. 

- Suggested describing substance use disorder as a human rights issue. 

- Mother of an overdose victim described how after her son died, she found that a police report 

was never filed even though he died by overdosing on heroin and fentanyl.  Suggested that all 

heroin deaths/use should be reported despite transmission or method of use (injection and 

inhalation/snorting). 

 

 



  

 

 
- Maternity Care Coalition representative described how every 19 minutes, a baby is born with 

neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS).  There has been a 250% increase in NAS since 2000.  

Suggested forming a separate task force to address this population.  

Next steps 

- Final Task Force meeting is Wednesday, March 22 at 9 am 

  


