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Office of the Mayor  

James F. Kenney 

City Hall, Room 215 

Philadelphia, PA  19102 

USA 

April 26, 2016 

 

Dear Mayor Kenney: 

 

On behalf of my International Initiative for Mental Health Leadership (IIMHL) leadership group, I want to thank the 

city and its Department of Behavioral Health and Intellectual Disability Services for hosting us on April 5
th
. It was a 

rewarding experience for these leaders, representing seven countries and two cities (Vancouver, British Columbia and 

Birmingham, England) to visit with Dr. Arthur Evans and his team to learn about the citywide developments in 

mental Health care.  

 

Our purpose was to better understand the concepts Dr. Evans and the city has developed and the services you have 

introduced and designed in Philadelphia. We also wanted to explore opportunities to apply some of your mental 

health strategies in our own urban settings. We know that the urban environment is one of the most difficult to build 

effective city wide services. In my over 40 years in the field, what you have accomplished is by far the best approach 

I have ever seen in an urban setting. You, your team and other city leaders are to be commended. 

 

Your holistic and integrated public health approach to mental health is the reason these 18 leaders, including a current 

member of the UK Parliament, traveled to Philadelphia. No one was disappointed. All of these leaders, especially our 

two city representatives are committed to launching an urban learning collaborative with Philadelphia along with 

several other US cities such as New York City that has used your experience to launch Thrive NYC. 

 

We will be contacting Dr. Evan soon to discuss how we might hold a working group of city leaders in Philadelphia in 

the Fall to discuss this international urban collaborative. 

 

Last week I was attending a joint meeting between the WHO and the World Bank Group in Washington focusing on 

pushing forward efforts to expand mental health services throughout the world. I was able to share with several key 

leaders my experience of our meeting. There is no doubt that you and Philadelphia are breaking new ground that has 

global transferability. 

 

Again, I wish to thank the city, Dr. Evans and his team for hosting our visiting leaders and I look forward to working 

with Dr. Evans and his team. 

  

 

Warmest regards 

 

 

 

Fran Silvestri, 

President and CEO 

International Initiative for Mental Health Leadership (IIMHL) 

International Initiative for Disability Leadership (IIDL)  
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